Histologic follow-up of ampullary adenomas in patients with familial adenomatosis coli.
The major duodenal papilla is a common site of extracolonic adenoma in patients with familial adenomatosis coli (FAC). However, there have been no reports which have systematically discussed histologic change in atypia of ampullary adenomas with time by their location in the papilla. The major duodenal papillae of 23 patients with FAC were followed endoscopically and histologically for an average of 7.7 years (range, 1 year to 14 years 7 months). Tubular adenomas were detected histologically in 17 of the 23 patients at the first (14) or following examinations (3). They occurred in the orifice and/or ampulla in 11 patients and in the surface of the papilla in 8 patients. Three of the 11 orifice and/or ampulla adenomas contained moderate to severe atypia. There was no histologic change in atypia or malignant transformation during the follow-up period. In the patients with FAC, the major duodenal papilla had adenoma, i.e., precancerous lesion, at a high incidence (74%), and it is reported that the ampulla of the papilla tended to have extracolonic carcinoma. Therefore, it is necessary to follow duodenal papillae of patients with FAC carefully and take biopsy specimens repeatedly from various sites, especially from the orifice or ampulla even if the papilla seems to be normal.